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A  United 
Labour  Movement 

^HE  WELFARE  OF  T^IS  COUNTRY  DEPENDS  ON  THE 

unity  and  strength  of  the  organisations  which  its  working 
people  have  built  to  protect  and  advance  their  interests. 

These  organisations  consist  of  trade  unions,  political  parties 
and  co-operatives.  They  are  known,  collectively,  as  the  Labour 
Movement.  The  combined  membership  of  the  Movement 
runs  into  many  millions.  It  has  a  large  number  of  M.P.’s  and 
thousands  of  representatives  in  Local  Government  and  official 
bodies  dealing  with  price  control,  food  distribution,  and  so  on. 

The  Labour  Movement  is  the  most  powerful  grouping  of 
organisations  in  the  country.  When-it  started,  over  a  hundred 
years  ago,  its  members  faced  every  kind  of  persecution  from 
reactionary  employers  and  Governments  who  feared  the 
challenge  of  democracy  to  their  despotic  rule.  To-day,  if  the 
Labour  Movement  were  to  exert  the  whole  of  its  united  strength, 
it  could  overcome  any  and  every  hindrance  to.  the  people’s 
happiness  and  welfare.  But  it  is  not  yet  wholly  united.  To 
begin  with,  there  is  division  between  the  Labour  and  Communist 
Parties. 

By  its  Constitution,  the  Labour  Party  is  a  federal  body  : 
trade  unions  and  socialist  societies  may  affiliate  to  it.  It  also 
possesses  individual  members’  sections. 

But  the  biggest  and  most  influential  socialist  organisation, 
the  Communist  Party,  has,  so  far,  been  refused  the  right  to 
affiliate  in  this  way.  Nor  are  Communist  trade  unionists 


permitted  to  attend  Labour  Party  conferences  as  delegates  from 
their  unions.  These  bans  on  Communists  were  put  up  more 
than  twenty  years  ago,  when  Mr.  Ramsay  Macdonald  was  in 
the  Labour  Party  leadership,  and  have  been  maintained  ever 
since.  Many  Communists  have  been  elected  to  leading 
positions  in  their  trade  unions,  and  thus  enjoy  the  confidence 
of  Labour  Party  trade  unionists  ;  but  the  latter  are  not  per¬ 
mitted  to  send  these  Communists  to  represent  them  at  Labour 
Party  conferences,  by  this  out-of-date  and  prejudiced 
decision. 

The  Civil  Service  Unions  are  also  barred  from  affiliation  to 
the  Labour  Party.  This  important  section  of  working  people 
were  forbidden  to  take  part  in  political  activity,  or  to  affiliate 
to  the  Trades  Union  Congress  with  other  trade  unions,  by  the 
Trade  Disputes  Act,  passed  in  1927  by  the  Baldwin  Conserva¬ 
tive  Government. 

There  are  thus  two  major  sources  of  division  in  the  Labour 
Movement  :  the  barrier  against  the  Communist  Party,  upheld 
by  Labour  Party  leaders,  and  that  against  Civil  Servants, 
upheld  by  the  Conservative  Party  which  has  dominated  the 
Government  of  this  country. 

These  divisions  work  in  favour  of  the  Conservative  Party, 
because  division  tends  to  weaken  the  Labour  Movement,  and 
prevent  it  from  putting  out  its  whole  strength  in  defence  of  the 
people  against  vested  interests. 

Consequently,  the  Communist  Party  regards  its  affiliation 
to  the  Labour  Party,  and  the  repeal  of  the  Trade  Disputes 
Act,  as  very  urgent  necessities,  so  that  the  Movement  can  be 
strengthened  to  cope  with  the  great  job  of  building  a  new 
Britain. 


The  people  would  welcome  the  ending  of  divisions  in  the 
ranks  of  Labour.  They  would  see  in  the  greater  unity  a  desire 
on  all  sides  to  finish  with  prejudices  belonging  to  the  past,  in 
order  to  pull  together  to  gain  the  victories  of  to-day  and  the 
future.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  would  result  in  an 
increase  in  the  membership  of  the  Labour  movement. 

The  Communist  Party,  since  its  formation  more  than 
twenty  years  ago,  has  worked  for  unity  in  the  Labour  Move¬ 
ment  ;  it  has  undertaken  to  accept  the  Labour  Party  Con¬ 
stitution  and  aims,  and  to  abide  by  Labour  Party  Conference 
decisions.  With  the  ever  increasing  body  of  support  for  its 
request  to  be  allowed  to  affiliate,  it  has  every  confidence  for 
the  belief  that  this  cannot  be  postponed  for  much  longer. 
But  it  appeals  to  all  who  have  the  interests  of  the  Labour  Move¬ 
ment  at  heart  to  help  it  to  secure  this  outcome,  as  well  as  to  work 
for  the  repeal  of  the  Trade  Disputes  Act :  because  the  bans 
against  Communists  and  Civil  Servants  are  undemocratic 
measures  which  weaken  the  Movement  and  retard  its 
progress. 

If  you  wish  to  know  more  about  other  questions  of  |  j 

Communist  Policy,  advice  on  reading  material,  fi 

or  details  of  membership,  write  to  : — 

COMMUNIST  PARTY,  PROPAGANDA  DEPARTMENT, 

16,  King  Street,  London,  W.C.2  (Tern.  Bar  2151)  I . 


.  E.C. 


O.P..  King  St'-eet,  Loudon.  Printeil  t)y  Metcalfe  Cooper,  l.td.,  Lcnidon. 


